
 

 

RUSSIAN Customs  
 
You may import into the country up to 10,000 US dollars (or equivalent) without declaring it.  You may 
export from the country up to 3,000 US dollars without declaring it. If you export from the country 
currency or travellers cheques worth between 3,000 and 10,000 US dollars, it must be declared on 
departure.  There is a limit of the equivalent of 10,000 dollars on the amount of roubles and foreign 
currency that can be taken out of or brought into Russia.  
 
If you import into the country over 10,000 US dollars or certain categories of goods, such as more 
costly electrical items, jewellery or antiques and valuable musical instruments, you must complete a 
customs declaration form (available at all ports of entry) on arrival. 
 
If you wish to import certain sophisticated electronic items (e.g. Global Positioning System 
instruments), you must get an operating licence from the Russian authorities before you travel.  If you 
are unsure whether you should declare an item or need an operating licence you should check with 
the Embassy of the Russian Federation before your departure. 
 
If you complete a declaration form you must ensure that it is stamped by a Customs official at your 
port of entry or it will not be valid. If you fail to complete a declaration form on arrival or to get it 
validated by Customs officials your foreign currency and non-declared items may be confiscated 
when you leave Russia and you may be fined. 
 
There are also strict regulations governing the export from Russia of antiques, icons, medals, artwork 
and other items of historical significance.  This includes modern art and even posters if they are 
particularly rare or valuable. If you wish to export such material from Russia, you must receive 
approval from the Ministry of Culture.  This may be requested at the point of departure. Infringements 
of these regulations are treated seriously and may result in imprisonment. 
 
See www.customs.ru for more information. 
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