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HOUSTON, Apr. 22 -- Press reports quoted a top official of Germany's RWE Dea as having expressed interest in oil and 
gas exploration in the Caspian Sea off Turkmenistan.  

Juergen Grossmann, chief executive officer, was quoted as saying the company is in talks regarding Block 23 on the 
Turkmen shelf.  

Block 23 is in shallow water off Okarem in south-western Turkmenistan and at its closest point about 75 miles north of 
waters claimed by Iran. 
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